HIGHLAND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES
FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 2008

The Highland Economic Development Commission (“EDC”, “Commission”) met on
Friday, March 28, 2008 at 1:11 PM for a Public Meeting in the Council Chambers of the
Highland Municipal Building, 3333 Ridge Road, Highland, Indiana. The meeting was
called to order by Commission President, Matt Reardon. Minutes were recorded by
Redevelopment Director Cecile Petro.

ROLL CALL:
Present on roll call included Commissioners David Beanblossom, Matthew Reardon, and

George VandeWerken. Also in attendance was Redevelopment Director Cecile Petro.
President Reardon stated that a quorum was present.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS SESSIONS:

Commissioner Vande Werken made a motion to approve the minutes of the Public
Meeting and Study Session of May 20, 2007. Commissioner Beanblossom seconded the
motion. The motion passed 3 ayes and 0 nays.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS:

On March 27, 2008, Mr. Joseph Wszolek sent an electronic letter to the EDC regarding
the creation of an Economic Development Target Area for 2609 45" Street. His concern
was that the entire 45™ Street business corridor had not been reviewed or studied before
action is taken by the EDC. He suggested that the “district needs further study as to its
impacts to the surrounding area including traffic flow prior to adoption™.

The EDC considered Mr. Wszolek’s comments. Commissioner Beanblossom requested
more information on the need to move forward with this designation before a
comprehensive study could be accomplished. Commissioner VandeWerken stated that
the request came from the owner of Bell Parts Supply and that they want to expand and
rehab their exterior during this construction season. He also stated that the retail at this
location is limited. The Director stated that the company has looked at several other
towns and needs a larger facility immediately. Commissioner Reardon stated that the
Town should review 45" Street from Munster to Griffith and convene a planning session
to study this corridor. The Commission requested that the Director transmit this
suggestion to the Council.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

Commissioner VandeWerken made a motion to approve the creation of an Economic
Development Target Area and subsequent tax abatement for 2609 45™ Street subject to
adherence to the Redevelopment Commission’s Design Standards, to the greatest extent
possible. Commissioner Beanblossom seconded the motion.



During discussion the Commissioners reviewed the parking situation at the site. The
Director stated that the Building Superintendent declared that there was sufficient parking
for the expansion. The Commissioners also discussed the proposed Design Standards
and their desire to see those incorporated into the fagade improvement. In addition,
Commissioner Reardon presented an in-depth description of the effect of tax abatement
on Bell Parts Supply, the Town, and other units of government. Motion carried 3 ayes

and 0 nays.

The Director reviewed the Annual Report for 2007. Commissioner VandeWerken made
a motion to approve the Annual Report for 2007. Commissioner Beanblossom seconded
the motion. Motion passed 3 ayes and 0 nays.

BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: None

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

CLAIMS: None

NEXT MEETING: Not established at this time

ADJOURNMENT:

At 2:25 PM, Commissioner Beanblossom made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Commissioner VandeWerken seconded the motion. Motion approved by unanimous
consent.
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